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Yanmar Marine International Wins Two Dame Design 

Awards for E-Saildrive Series, Setting a New Standard in 

Emission-Free Sailing Technology 

 
E-Saildrive SDe series has received two prestigious DAME Design Awards 

 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands (November 20, 2024) — YANMAR Marine International (YMI) is 

delighted to announce that its groundbreaking E-Saildrive SDe 48v series has received two 

prestigious DAME Design Awards in the ‘Propulsion & Dynamics’ and ‘Environmental’ categories. 

The awards, presented during the METSTRADE Show in Amsterdam, honor the E-Saildrive as an 

exceptional example of innovation in design, functionality, and sustainability in marine propulsion. 

 

Designed to facilitate a smooth and accessible transition to emission-free sailing, the E-Saildrive 

series was praised by the DAME Awards jury for its advanced design, seamless integration, and 

ease of installation. Built with a ‘plug and play’ platform that requires no hull modifications, 

YANMAR’s E-Saildrive models fit directly into existing engine compartments as a drop-in 

replacement for traditional combustion engines. This approach enables sailing enthusiasts to 

adopt electric propulsion easily and efficiently, while retaining the performance and reliability 

associated with YANMAR products. 



 

“We are incredibly honored that our E-Saildrive series has been recognized by the DAME Design 

Awards jury," said Wouter-Jan van der Wurff, President and CEO of YANMAR Recreational 

Marine Business Unit. "These awards underscore the hard work and dedication of our team in 

developing an electric propulsion solution that empowers greener sailing. We’re excited to see 

how the E-Saildrive series will inspire sustainable innovation in the marine industry.” 

 

Unveiled at the Cannes Yachting Festival and Newport International Boat Show, the E-Saildrive 

range features three models—the SDe7 kW, SDe10 kW, and SDe15 kW—which deliver power 

output of up to 15kW for sailboats up to 40 feet (depending on application and displacement). The 

system uses a 48V electrical system, seamlessly integrated, providing a secure and efficient 

power source for users. Additionally, E-Saildrive owners benefit from YANMAR’s robust support 

network of over 2,000 distributors and dealers across 130 countries. 

 

In this 33rd edition of the DAME Design Awards, 58 products from 28 countries were shortlisted 

for the final assessment by a jury of nine international design and marine industry experts. This 

year’s competition incorporated the perspectives of a sustainability consultant and a master’s-

level design student, reflecting a fresh commitment to sustainable and forward-thinking design.  

The DAME Design Awards, established in 1991, have become a cornerstone in the global marine 

industry, celebrating excellence in design across all categories from functionality to aesthetics. 

This year’s winners will be showcased in Hall 13 at the heart of the METSTRADE show, with 

additional recognition through the DAME Jury Report available on the official DAME Design 

Awards website. 

 

About Yanmar Marine International 

YANMAR Marine International (YMI) is driven to create innovative, environmentally responsible 

marine propulsion solutions through the exploration and progression of advanced technologies. 

With sustainability at its heart, the YMI mission is to meet the evolving needs of its customers as 

a trusted partner, supplying cutting-edge products and systems which enhance our customers 

experiences.  

The sustainable solutions from YMI are built to help customers take the next step on their journey 

to minimize their CO2 footprint, while fulfilling their appetite for life-affirming adventure on the 

water and requirements for onboard comfort.  YMI continues to grow its network of service 

centers worldwide, providing quick and reliable support in over 130 countries. 

Based in the Netherlands, YMI is incorporated within YANMAR’s global operations. With its 

beginnings in Osaka, Japan in 1912, YANMAR is driven by its founding mission to benefit 

mankind and by a pioneering spirit for world-leading technology across seven business domains 

on land and at sea. 

YANMAR has continued to expand its range of products, services, and expertise to deliver total 

solutions as an engine and equipment manufacturer, providing small and large engines, 

agricultural machinery and facilities, construction equipment, energy systems, marine engines, 



machine tools, and components. 

 

About Yanmar 

With beginnings in Osaka, Japan, in 1912, Yanmar was the first ever to succeed in making a compact 

diesel engine of a practical size in 1933. A pioneer in diesel engine technology, Yanmar is a global 

innovator in a wide range of industrial equipment, from small and large engines, agricultural machinery 

and facilities, construction equipment, energy systems, marine, to machine tools, and components — 

Yanmar’s global business operations span seven domains. On land, at sea, and in the city, Yanmar 

provides advanced solutions to the challenges customers face, towards realizing A Sustainable 

Future. For more details, please visit the official website of Yanmar Holdings Co., Ltd. 

https://www.yanmar.com/global/about/ 

 

Note: Information contained in the news release is valid at the time of publication and may differ from the most 

recently available information. 

 

Inquiries 

For further information or images, please contact the YANMAR team at McKenna Townsend by calling 

+44(0)1425 472330 or emailing yanmar@mckennatownsend.com 
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